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Hi Kathy and Liz –
Attached please find a memorandum from the NWOD Working Group regarding our approach to
sediment removal for Segment 1 of the NWOD Canal.
Thank you,
Laura
Laura McIndoe Briefer
Special Projects Manager
Salt Lake City Public Utilities
1530 South West Temple
Salt Lake City, UT 84115
Phone: 801.483.6741


MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Northwest Oil Drain, Segment 1 Work



DATE: March 22, 2011



FROM: NWOD Working Group



TO: Ms. Kathy Hernandez, USEPA Region 8; Ms. Liz Palmer, UDEQ



This memorandum responds to USEPA's February 24, 2011 correspondence to the NWOD Working Group.  The NWOD Working Group has spent a significant amount of effort and expense to evaluate and prepare for the work the Group needs to do at the NWOD and to ensure this future work is done in a safe and effective manner.  It is critical that the project be designed and implemented to assess and manage all risks that may occur to the workers, utilities and environment.  We appreciate your cooperation with our approach and your support for implementing a pilot in Segment 1.  

As we described in our February 22, 2011 meeting with you, the Segment 1 Design Studies have identified certain potential issues and risks which the Group needs to address and safely manage in performing the Segment 1 work.  Some of these issues and risks include potential slope instability from draining the canal, potential for ground movements at the Tesoro pipeline crossings, and multiple utilities (including power lines, a chlorine line, and active pipelines).  

The NWOD Working Group's approach to address these potential issues and risks is to do the first 1,000 feet of Segment 1 as a pilot and to apply the pilot's findings to adapt the approach for the remaining portion of Segment 1.  While the group hopes to complete the work on Segment 1 during 2011, the Group will suspend work and re-evaluate the approach if we identify any issues or risks which we cannot safely manage.

The Group will use its best efforts to complete the Segment 1 work in a timely and safe manner.  To this end, we will be providing EPA/UDEQ the Segment 1 Design Studies this month, along with the Workplan for Segment 1 and implementation approach by April 15th, 2011.  We look forward to both USEPA’s and UDEQ's comments on these documents.






